RAILROADS (IRELAND.) 






RLTUaN to an Ohder of the Honourable The House of Commons '■ 

ilntecl Q2 Ffebrunry —for, ’ 'j 

copy of ail Resolutions and MEMOHiA.r.s presented to the Lord Lieutenant 
or Chief Secrctaiy of Ireland, or to the Chancellor of the E.vchcquer, 
respecting Railiioaus in that Country. 



Ordm’d, hj TliC House of Connmms, to be Printed, 27 March 183^. 



STAi'EMENT of the Directors of the Great Leinster anil Munster Raihcay, 

'T'HE Directors of the Great Leinster and Munster Eaihvay Company ben- 
J- most respectfully to lay before Her Majesty’s Government tlie following 
statement, with reference to the Second Final Report of the Irish Railway Com- 
missioners, and the consequences likely to result from it. 

Iri thus addressing themselves to the Government, the Directors do not seek to 
obtain any preference or undue support for this Company ; they only desire to 
ascertain whether it be the intention of the Government to carry out, with the 
public money, to the exclusion or detriment of private enterprise, the recom- 
mendations made by the Commissioners ; or whether, even by a tacit adoption 
of the extensive system recommended hy the Report, they will impede the pro- 
secution by capitalists of every undertaking not embracing the whole of that 
system, which, by blending the profitable with the unprofitable lines, affords so 
very unfavourable a result, that there is little probability of their plan beincr ever 
adopted. ° 

-As the representatives of an important and useful undertaking, the Directors 
are led, and indeed compelled, to make this inquiry, since a decision upon this 
point may be of vital consequence to their proprietarv. 

Refore proceeding to compare the relative advantages of the line projected by 
Great Leinster and Munster Railway Company, and that proposed by the 
Commissioners, it will be desirable to advert to the manner in which this under- 
taking was set on foot, and the publicity which has attended every successive step. 

plan embraced by the Great Leinster and Munster Railway Company, for 
the connection of Cork, Limerick, and Waterford, with the Metropolis (the only 
important lines of railway in the south of Ireland, according to the Commis- 
sioners), was brought before the public, at a public meeting, in Dublin, in May 
183,5 : application was first made to rarliament for its sanction in the Session of 
1^36, but not then successfully, The new standing orders in that Session, requiring 
altered maps, section, &c,, additional surveys were in consequence made in the 
autumn of that_ year. The new maps were early in December laid -before the 
Railway Commissioners, who had been just appointed, and every further inforaia- 
hon was offered to them. The application for a Bill was renewed in the next 
Session. It went slowly through the House, hut (although the measure encoun- 
tered no open opposition) the Directors laid before the Committee of the House 
of Commons such full and incontrovertible evidence in support of the capabilities 
and advantages of the proposed line, both as an integral and trunk line, that in 
a full Committee of Members for the Counties traversed by these two lines, a 
Report was agreed to, most strongly in favour of the undertaking, and to 
which Report the Directors beg leave to refer. The Act was thus ultimately 
obtained. 

The Directors advert to these facts to show the character of the undertaking 
they represent, and to prove that they have not, as insinuated in Mr. Mahouy’s 
letter, ‘‘ entered ns rivals upon their projects of improvement after the project had 
been laid open by the Commissioners to the public and the Government.” If it 
been shown that the line to Kilkenny was one not likely to be 
sutnciently profitable in itself to deserve encouragement, or one which would come 
into cornpetition with any other lines more profitable, and more beneficial to the 
public interests, its prosecution w’ould have been dropped. The Report just 
made by the Commissioners, which contains the first statement of their objections 
to this line, does not prove either of these results. 
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The objections stated by the Commissioners are only two (p. 39), viz. “ 1st, as 
a line to Cork it is four miles longer to Cahir (a common point) than that by 
Maryborough ; 2dly, the communication from the city of Limerick to Dublin, by 
any connection with it, except by a hranch line diverging at a short distance from 
Dublin, is quite out of the question. 

The force of the objection will appear by tlie following comparison r — ■ 

The lines proposed by the Great Leinster and Munster Railway Company and 
the Commissioners run parallel, and very near to each other to Sallins (17 miles 
from Dublin), and there separate. The line proposed by the Commissioners 
thence passes near Monastcreven, Portarlington, Maryborough (near wliicli a 
branch, 26 miles long, is thrown off to Xilkenny), Borris-iii-Ossory, Rathdowney, 
Templemore, and Thuiles (near which the branch to Limerick is thrown ofl‘), and 
then by Cashel to Cahir, the common point in the road to Cork. 

Commencing at Sallins, the line proposed by the Great Leinster and Munster 
Railway Company passes very near to the town of Naas, and then crossing the 
edge of the Curragh at Ballysax (29 miles from Dublin, where the branch to 
Limerick is proposed), runs by Athy, Carlow, Leighlinbridge, and Bagiialstowii, 
to its present terminus at Kilkenny. The extension of the line to Waterford and 
Cork has always been in contemplation ; and a survey for an extension to the 
last-named city, by a line passing Callan and Clonmel, has been made. 

It is an admitted principle in railway communication, thar the line of existing 
intercourse should be pursued, if engineering difficulties do not forbid it. 

The language of the Commissioners, as to the present amount of intercourse, is 
as follows: “ The largest stream is from Dublin towards Naas, where it divides 
into three branches ; the one by Carlow, Kilkenny, and Clonmel, to Cork ; the 
other by Moimtrath, Roscrea, and Nenagh, to Limerick 5 while the third, passing 
along the Grand Canal, is chiefly dissipated on the small towns on its hanks, a 
biiiall portion reaching Ballinasloe.” 

The Great Leinster and Munster Railway pursues, therefore, according to the 
Commissioners themselves, the existing course of trade to Kilkenny, and thence 
to Cork. Their proposetl branch to Limerick, in like manner, pursues the 
present track, and serves the trade of Maryborough, Mountrath, Roscrea, and 
Nenagh. 

On the other hand, the main line laid down by the Commissioners to Cork, 
pursues a route now traversed (and that but partially) by only one coach; while 
the branches to Limerick, Waterford, and Kilkenny, disregard altogether the 
existing routes of intercourse ; and thus the plan of the Commissioners violates 
those rules for railway communication wiiich are considered necessary in England 
to their success. 

This deviation from established principles is not justified by the commercial 
importance of the districts they traversed. The Post-office returns for the towns 
on the two difterent routes will best show this ; 



Commissioners 


i’ Line. 




Company’s 


Line. 




Tlathangaii - - - 


_ 


2.06 


Naas - - - 


_ 


- 647 


Monastcreven 


- 


- 256 


Newbridge 


- 


252 


Portarlington 


- 


4528 


Kiicalleii 


- 


402 


Mountraellick 


- 


- 5S6 


Atliy - 


- 


- 519 


Maryborough 


- 


- 436 


Carlow - - - 


- 


- L44i 


Mountrath - - - 


- 


- 444 


Leighlinbridge 


_ 


- 341 


Burris-in-Ossory - 


- 


160 


Bngnalstown - 


- 


■ 388 


Rathdowney 


- 


- 246 : 


Govesbriclge - 


- 


366 


Templemore 




- 778 


Kilkenny 


_ 


- 2,112 


TlmrJes - _ _ 


- 


- 559 


Cailan - - - 




3171# 


Cashel - - - 


- 


842 


Clonmel 


- 


- 2,930/ 






4,941 






9715 



The superior importance of the line proposed by the Great Leinster and 
Munster Railway Company to the commercial interests of the south of Ireland, is 
so obvious, that it is natural to suppose, especially after the two objections stated 
by the Commissioners, that these advantages can only be obtained by a great 
circuity of railway. This is not the fact; the plan of the Company involve-s 

much 



* Upou the line of the proposed extension from Kilkenny to Cabir. 
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much less circuity ihan that of the Comrais.'5ioners. The distances are as 

follows : — 



Commissioners’ Line. 



Company’s Line. 



Dublin to Cork 
Diuo to T.imcrick 
Ditto to Kilkenny 
Diuo to Waterford 



- 166 miles 
“ 125 — 

- 79 — 

- 141 — 



170 miles. 
113 ^ 
73 — 
97 ~ 



These distances all correspond with those stated by the Commissioners (p. 41), 
with the exception of the lino of the Company to Waterford, which is stated by 
them as 139 miles iu length, The mistake in the Report is evident, when it is 
considered, that even at Kilkenny the line is within 35 miles from Waterford, 
w'bilc by the Report it appears necessary to make from tbence a circuit of 66 miles 
to reach it. From the above Table, the Directors conclude that a saving of six 
miles in the distance to Kilkenny, 12 miles in the distance to Limerick, and of 
more than 40 miles in that to Waterford, will atone for an increase by four miles 
of the line to Cork, independent of the greater assistance to trade and commerce 
which the line by Carlow will render. 

The testimony of the Commissioners is equally favourable to the capabilities of 
the Company’s line, for they stated (p. 39), “ that it bus been laid out with great 
judgment, and its gradients are very favourable;” and their opinion of its utility 
is strongly confirmed by their language (in p.40), and their suggestion of a branch 
45^ miles in length, for the sole purpose of connecting Kilkenny with Dublin, by 
the valley of the Barrow, 

It is very difficult to reconcile the conclusions of the Commissioners with refer- 
ence to the Kilkenny Railway, either with the principles laid down, or the facts 
contained in their Report ; but the Directors will not trespass longer upon the 
Government with regard to this part of the subject. They have endeavoured to 
prove two points, viz. that their line to Kilkenny has been laid out through an 
important district, with a due regard to the commercial interests of the south of 
Ireland, and that it is adapted for easy extension to Cork, Limerick, and 
Waterford. 

If they have successfully established these positions, it cannot be necessary to 
enlarge upon the advantages likely to result to Ireland from the present under- 
taking, nor to point out how in effect this Company will carry out the recom- 
mendations of the Commissioners, by bringing into immediate connection with 
the metropolis those places which alone in their opinion are of sufficient import- 
ance to require a railvvay. 

The Company have hitherto had to struggle against the delay, and now they 
have to contend against some adverse statements in the Report ; but the Directors 
have no apprehension as to the result of the undertaking, either as a national 
work or as an investment, provided the public mind be assured that no interference 
with private exertion is conten^platcd. 

In reference to the probable execution of tiie lines laid down by tlm Commis- 
sioners, the Directors have of course turned their attention to the returns of profit 
assumed by the Commissioners, and the tables of trade and traffic upon which 
such returns are based. 

From such inspection the Directors are glad to find, that their calculation of 
income (io the most important point, namely, the coach passengers), are confined 
even to the average stated by these tables; and that coach parcels, assumed by 
the Company at about one-twentieth, are stated by the Commissioners at one-tenth 
of the proceeds arising from the passenger traffic. There is one important 
difl'erence ; the Company rate passengers at 2 d- per mile, being an average 
arrived at by a comparison of the lowest inside and outside fares by coach, whue 
the Commissioners rate them at t.DLper mile, being less than the average outside 
fare. 

The Report, therefore, not only does not controvert the merits and capabilities of 
this particular line to Kilkenny, but.it confirms the accuracy of the calculations 
upon which the Directors rely for proof of its profit as an investment, and shows 
that so far at least the communication between Dublin, Cork, Waterford, and 
Limerick, may be assisted with mutual advantage to the capitalist and the 
country. 

A 2 Upon 
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Upon the lines chosen by the Commissioners, however, their calculations enable 
them to reckon upon no greater profit than as follows : — 

Main line, if made for 1 1 ,000 1. per mile, per cent. 

Branch to Limerick, if made for 8,ooo/. per mile, P®*" 

Ditto to Kilkenny - - - ditto - - - 2 per cent. 

AvercXge on the main line and ihcso two brandies, about 3 5 per cent. 

The expense of the Waterford branch, which is considered by the Commis- 
sioners ([). 42) as of doubtful profit, is not included by them in the above general 

From this statement it must be evident, that if the calculations of the Commis- 
sioners be correct, and their conclusion, that it is advisable '(p. 93) “ that no par- 
tial line should be sanctioned until the country possesses within itself the means of 
undertaking the whole sytem to its full extent,” be judicious, no body of capitalists 
can bond. Jidc enter upon such vast undertakings, promising such miserable 
returns. 

It was probably from this feeling that the Commissioner.^ suggest (p. 94), 

“ First, the Government should advance by way of loan a considerable proportion 
of the amount of the estimates, at the lowest rate of interest, and on the easiest 
terms of repayment, to be secured by a mortgage on the works.” “Third, that 
the Government should undertake either or both of the proposed combined lines, 
on the application of the counties interested.” 

The Directors have but little doubt of the feeling of the Government. The 
language of the Treasury Minute of the 3d November 1836,' would have removed 
any doubt which might have been entertained, but some further assurance is 
needed to allay the alarm which this report has created in the mind of the public, 
and to restore to the shareholders that confidence which it has tended so much to 
disturb. 

Under these circumstances, and trusting to the facts before stated as some 
additional ground for consideration, the Directors niost respectfully ask, whether 
they may state to their shareholders that it is not the intention, of the Government 
to undertake works of this description at the public expeii.se, but they are still open 
to private enterprize, subject only to the check and control of the Legislature, 

In conclusion, the Directors desire to add, that they do not wish to monopolize 
the main trunk into Dublin, or any other a'dvantage, to the prejudice of the public 
interest, and to manifest their sincerity in this particular, they submit to the 
Government the following propositions : — 

1. For the first 17 miles (to Sallins), there is not any material difference 
between the lines proposed by the Commissioners and the Company. The 
Directors propose that this, or any greater portion of the line, from whence any 
other company shall be willing, within a given time, to continue the line to 
Limerick, or in the direction laid down by the Commissioners, shall be considered 
as a main trunk, and that the contribution to be made for the use of such main 
trunk, and the terras on which it shall be enjoyed by such other company in com- 
mon with the Kilkenny Company, shall be settled by any two engineers appointed 
by the Government and the Company. 

The Directors would willingly accede to the exercise of any other control or 
supeiintendence on the part of the Government, but they scarcely know in what 
manner to give them an interest in the undertaking, for they conceive that there 
might be objections to the plan hinted at by the Commissioners, of the Govern- 
ment becoming, by themselves or their nominees, shareholders. 

2, If the recommendation of the Commissioners, that the terminus should be 
placed at Barrack Bridge, be thought important, the Company arc willing to 
undertake to do this, and to apply at the earliest opportunity for an Act to sanction 
it, on condition that they receive the support of the Government in carrying through 
such Act, as suggested by the Commissioners. 

The Directors submit the foregoing statement and propositions to the conside- 
ration of Her Majesty’s Government. 

(signed) Francis Wilson^ 

Great Leinster and Munster Railway Office, Deputy-Chairman, 

No. 62, Marlborough-street, 

27 August 1838. 

A similar representation has been addressed to the Chancellor of tfio 
Exchequer. 
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Unblin and Drof^hecla Railway Office, 

My Lord, 19, Marlborougb-street, 7 November 1838. 

A MEETING was yesterday held, at the Earl of Charlemont’s, to promote the 
lines of railway recommended by the Railway Commissioners, at which a reso- 
lution was passed, that a deputation wait on the Government to ascertain how far 
they will support the inland line to the north of Ireland so recommended, and 
whiit money will be advanced by them to carry out the undertaking. 

Previous to this meeting, I submitted to the Earl of Charleraont the report of 
Mr. Macneill, the engineer of the Commissioners, as to the best mode of con- 
necting their line with that of the Dublin and Drogheda Railway, now' actually in. 
course of construction. 

I requested Ills Lordships permission to lay this before the meeting, which 
proposition, I regret to say, his Lordship refused. 

This refusal obliges me to take the liberty of forwarding to your Lordship a 
copy of said report and map. 

By Mr. Macneill’s plan, it appears that four-fifths of the Commissioners’ lines 
are immediately adopted, and should it be acted on, little or no aid will be 
required from Government, as capital is subscribed for three-fourths of the lines 
laid down therein ; as them would be then no competing or conflicting interest, 
there will be no difficulty in raising the remaining capital required from private 
individuals. 

The suspension for the present of that portion of the Commissioners’ line from 
Dublin to Kells can be no great inconvenience, as, should it hereafter appear 
desirable to connect Dublin and Kells direct, instead of coming by Drogheda 
(a circumstance which the traffic is not likely to warrant), it would be mucli^more 
easily effected when supported by the test of experience. 



The Right Hon. Lord Morpeth, 
&c. &c. &c. 



I havo, &c. 

(signed) Wm. Edward Bolton, 

Secretary. 



TO William Edward Bolton, Esq., Secretary to the Dublin and Drogheda 
Railway Conipany. 

Sir. 

The Directors of the Dublin and Drogheda Railway Company feeling inclined 
to co-operate with and meet the views of the Railw'ay Commissioners as far as 
they consistently can, and by endeavouring to connect the line of railway for 
which they have obtained an Act of Raiiiarnent, from Dublin to Drogheda, with 
the lines laid down by the Commissioners, from Dublin to the north and north- 
western districts of Ireland, in such a manner as to render it wholly, or in part, 
available for carrying out the system recommended by the Commissioners, and 
having done me the honour to conlide to my care the important task of examining 
the country, and laying down such lines of connection as may appear to be the 
best, and most advisable for meeting the views both of the Railway Company and 
the Commissioners; 

I have directed the necessary surveys to be commenced, and they are now 
executing with as much despatch as the nature of the circumstances will admit of; 
and I hope by the end of November to be so far prepared as to have the general 
lines of survey, and the sections, ready to lay before the Commissioners, and the 
Directors of the Dublin and Drogheda Railway Company. 

From my general knowledge of the country, and the local experience I have 
lately had in examining the districts through which these surveys are to be made, 
I am enabled to describe, with considerable accuracy, without waiting for the 
surveys and sections, some of the lines which are now under surveys, and which 
will, in all probability, be found favourable for the objects intended. 

1. The first line of survey commences at a point on the Dublin and Drogheda 
line near the terminus at Drogheda, and passing along the' south side of the town, 
crosses the Boyne west of Bail’s Grove, and running to the east of Collar and 
Ardee, joins the line laid dovvn by the Commissioners from Dublin to Armagh, 
near the town of Carrickmacross. The exact length or clivities of this line cannot 
he stated until the surveys are completed, but the distance to Armagh from Dublin 
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by this route will not probably mucli exceed that by Navan and Drumcondra, and 
in other respects might be found a favourable line of communication from Dublin 
to the north and north-eastern districts of Ireland. 

2. The second line commences at the same point near Drogheda, and crossing 
the Boyne also to the west of Ball's Grove, inclines to the east, and passing near 
Dunleer, Castlebellingham, and a little to the westward of Dundalk, falls into the 
line of the Dundalk Western Railway (for which an Act of Parliament has been 
obtained) at a point near Castletown. 

By adopting this latter line of railway, on which the rates of acclivity are superior 
to some of the principal railways now executing both in England and Scotland, 
a connection might be formed with the line laid down by the Commissioners from 
Dublin to Armagh at Castleblaney. 

The route by this line between Dublin and Armagli w'ould be longer than the 
one already described passing near Ardee, bat by adopting a system of clivities 
not exceeding one in l8o, which I would strongly recommend, or even, steeper for 
shorter distances, an exceedingly cheap line might be obtained, and an advantage 
gained of passing close to the town of Dundalk, and over i6 miles of country for 
■which an Act is already obtained. 

3. The third line commences at the same point as those already described, near 
Drogheda, and passing close to Slane, runs in a westerly direction towards Kells, 
crosses the line laid down by the Commissioners from Dublin to Armagh, near 

, and joins the Commissioners’ line from Dublin to Enniskillen at 

Kells. 

4. The fourth line under survey is very similar in direction to the last. It 

commences at Drogheda, and runs in a north-western direction to Virginia, where 
it joins the Commissioners’ line, having passed the line from Dublin to Armagh 
near to . 



By this line, the route from Dublin to Enniskillen will be shorter than by the 
line last described, passing through Kells ; but by either of these lines, the route 
will be longer than by the direct line through Navan, as laid down by the Com- 
missioners } but Enniskillen -would iiave the advantage of a nearer sea-port than 
by going to Dublin, whilst a less length of railway would require to be made in 
the first instance, supposing the Dublin and Drogheda line to be completed. 

Another advantage would be, that more than two-thirds of the Hue from Dublin 
to Enniskillen -would be the same as that laid down by the Commissioners, and at 
any future period the remainder of the line passing through Navan to Dublin 
might be carried into effect ; and thus the only portion of the Commissioners’ lines 
from Dublin to Armagh and Enniskillen that would not by this arrangement be 
carried into effect, would be that small part of the Dublin and Armagh line lying 
between Carrlckmacross and Navan, but this would be more than compensated 
for by the line passing through Ardee and Drogheda, though the distance would 
be something greater between the extreme points. 

Another important advantage also would by this arrangement be secured to the 
public, inasmuch as the communication from Drogheda to Longford and the 
west .of Ireland -would be completed as far as Kells, which would at all times be 
a valuable line to the country, independent of any line that might hereafter be 
made from Kells to Dublin, with which it would not, in my opinion, at all 
interfere. 

In order to show the general direction of these lines, and their connection with 
the lines laid down by the Commissioners, and the Dublin and Drogheda line, 
I have laid them down on the accompanying sketch*. 

The lines in black are those laid down by the Commissioners; those in red the 
lines now under survey, and the blue line represents the Dublin and Drogheda 
Parliamentary Line. 



The expense of constructing these different lines cannot be ascertained until the 
surveys are completed, but I am not aware of any difficulties to occasion more than 
a very moderate outlay. 



9, 'Whitehall Place, 29 October 1838. 



I ,am, &c. 

(signed) John MacndlL 



* Not printed. ■ 
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Irish Railway CoaiuhUce-raom, 

My Lord, Commercial-buildings, 2g November ( 838. 

At the request of the Committee in aid of railway communication for Ireland, 
appointed at the Commercial-buildings on the 2’2tl instant, I beg leave to enclose, 
for the perusal of liis Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, as also lor your 
Lordship, a copy of the resolution passed at the public meeting. 

I beg to assure your Lordship that it seems to be the desire of every member 
of this Committee to act in unison for the general good. 

That the Committee have met daily at the Commercial-huildingR, and that 
hitherto that principle has not been deviated from. I therefore do earnestly hope 
that the labours of this Committee will continue to be directed in a spirit of a 
wise adherence to what will appear to be most for the general good ; and in acting 
thus, allow me to say that I anticipate the fullest concurrence in our views both 
from his Excellency, your Lordship, and the entire of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment. I flatter myself that we have the good wishes of his Excellency and your 
Lordship, and that we may hope that our gracious Sovereign will be informed, 
through his Excellency, that men of all parties, having merged all political feelings 
on this occasion, are united in one common object, the good of Ireland and of 
the empire at large. I have, &c. 

The Right Honourable (signed) Thomas Btrmingham. 

Lord Viscount Morpeth, Szc. &c. 



Important Railway Meeting, Commercial-buildings. 

At a public meeting, numerously and respectably attended by gentlemen from the four 
provinces of Ireland, as also by several of the leading merchants and traders of Bttblin, 
in pursuance of a requisition from Thomas Bermingham, Esq., inserted in llie public 
papers, to promote tm union of railway parlies for the good of Ireland. 

At one o’clock, Thomas Bermingham, Esq., unanimously called to the chair : 

It was moved, seconded, and unanimously carried, that Henry Milnes and James Malley, 
Esqrs., do act as secretaries to the meeting. 

The Chairman having read the requisition calling the meeting, and submitted an address 
to Her Majesty emanating from his Grace the Duke of Leinster ; 

After some discussion, it was proposed by dames Dwyer, Esq., barrister-at-law, seconded 
by Tliciraas Dixon, Esq., Abbeyiine ; 

Resolved, That the commerce 'and agriculture of Ireland would be greatly served by the 
promotion of judicious lines of railway, laid out with due regard to the principal localities, 
and the existing stream of traffic, upon proper engineering authority. 

Proposed by Sir John Burke, Bart., seconded by Alderman Hodges : 

Resolved, That the Government of the country is imperatively called upon to remove, 
without delay, the doubts which at-preseni exist as to their intention upon the subject of 
railways in Ireland, as great injury has accrued, and must continue to accrue, to the 
country, from the suspension of the undertakings projected by respectable companies, 
with large subscribed and paid-up capitals, and which, though authorized by Parliament, 
would be superseded by the lines to be executed under the new system of the Railway 
Commissioners. 

Proposed by John Magrath, Esq., and seconded by William Bald, Esq. ; 

Resolved, That it is expedient to form a Committee from amongst the parties inlerested 
in the several railway companies aflected by the Commissioners’ Report, including those 
from the west of Ireland who have been excluded from all railway communication what- 
ever j and that it be an instruction to such Coimuittee to communicate from time to lime 
wiib the Goverrnnem, as iimy be found advisable, to protect the numerous body whose 
Vested rights and paid-up capital, to a large amount, are ihreatened with ruin by the 
Railway Commissioners ; and to press u[ion the Government tlie justice and propriety of 
giving judicious lines of railway communication impartially to the four provinces of 
Ireland. 

Proposed by James Dwyer, Esq., seconded by Villiera B. Fowler, Esq. : 

Resolved, That the following gentlemen be membera of the Committee ; 

Sir S, O’Malley, Bart. 

Andrew H. Lynch, Esq., M.P. 

John FottrelJ, Esq. 

William Newcombe, Esq. 

Colonel Knox Gore, D.L. 

Isaac Brett, Esq. 

Thomas Dixon, Esq. 

William ‘U, Simma, Esq. 

ViUiers B. Fowler, Esq. 

William E. Bolton, Eaq. 

John Chambers, Esq. 

That 



Sir John Burke, Bait. 

Willium Blacker, Esq. 

Thomas Bermingham, Esq. 

G. A- Hamilton, Eaq. 

R. N, Guinness, Esq. 

Alderman Hodges. 

Edward A. Gibbon, Esq. 

Peter Brophy, Esq. 

' Andrew Jordan, Esq. 

Charles M, St. George, Esq. 

'James Dwyer, Esq. 
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That seven be a quorum, with power to add to their number, not exceeding thirty-one. 
Proposed bv Thomas Mooney, Esq., seconded by Charles M. St. George, Esq. : 
Resolved, That the petition now read be referred to the Corarnittee, substitiuino- a 
praver “ for the usual Committee of the Hoitse of Lords and Comuioiis ” instead of the 
re-openirjg of the Commission. 

Proposed bv James I>vv3-er, Esq., seconded by Robert R. Guinness, Esq , : 

Resolved, That the secretaries to this meeting be ex-oHicio members of this Committee, 
and secretaries to the same. 



T//omas Bcmihigliam, Chairman. 



Moved, That Robert R. Guinness, Esq., do take the chair, when an enthusiastic vote of 
thanks was passed to Mr. Bermingliam for his great e-xertions fur the West of Ireland, and 
his general exertions for the benefit of the country at large. 

R. R. Gubiness, Chairman. 



James Mallei/,' 
Henri/ Milnes,, 



-Secretaries. 



Irish Railway Committee, 

My Lord, Commercial-buildings, lo December 1838. 

Tam requested by the Committee to respectfully submit to your Lordship 
copy of Resolutions unanimously agreed to this day, as a practical commentary on 
the Report which the deputation from the Committee had the honour to present to 
your Lordship ; and also a copy of a resolution, unanimously adopted, by which 
the Committee re.spectfuily beg leave to intimate to your Lordship, and tiirough 
your Lordshij) to the Government, the quantum of assistance which^ if granted 
by Parliament, would, iu the opinion of the Committee, ensure the salutary carry- 
ing out of railvvays in Ireland. I have the pleasure to enclose a corrected map of 
the proposed lines, as that which I left when attending the deputation was not so 
accurate as I could wish it to have been, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jhoma&Bermingham, 

The Right Honourable Chairman, 

Viscount Morpeth, &c. 8sc. 



Irish Railway Cormnittee, 
Commercial-buildings, lo December 1838. 

Resolved, 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, that there is a practicable and not distant 
prospect of railway communication being accomplished, to a great extent, with as much 
speed as the circumstances of the country will amnit, if retiaomible facilities be afforded to 
the projects which private enterprize proposes to execute lines of railway. 

That, from the information laid before this Committee there seems no reason to doubt 
that railways will be accomplished to Droglieda in the northern direction ; Athlone through 
Mullingar in the western; to Kilkenny, through Ceibridge and Kildare in the .soothern j 
and from Armagh to Belfast as a portion of the northern chain. That these works, if 
executed, would give to the country aoo miles of railways completed, in the lines which 
appeal- well calculated to develope the resources of Ireland, and to form a basis for the- 
more extended system of railways recorainended by this Committee. 

The capital requisite for these works will be supplied by companies already formed, if 
encouragement be granted to them to proceed. 

And that therefore as this would be the means of accomplishing practical good with aa 
little delay as possible, we strongly urge on the Government to give every encouragement 
and facility to these projected undertakings, 

And thar, accordingly, the Government he requested to advance, free of interest, for 
three years, and afterwards at three per cent., one half of the necessary funds, so soon as 
the public companies now formed, or to be hereafter approved of by Parliament, shall have 
5o?zdy?rfc paid np the remaining moiety, or so much of it aa will secure the completion of 
said lines, and that due regulation be made with reference to tlie fares, to be charged by 
sach companies, as well as to protect the general interest of the public. 

And we are of opinion, that it would be beneficial 10 adopt some principle for such 
future companies as may be proposed and sanctioned, to complete the system. 

That the Chairman do transmit the resolution Just passed as a practical comnaeiitary on 
the Report; and that the Committee are unanimously of opinion, that the sum of One 
Million, placed at the disposal of Government, would be amply sufficient to complete the 
great objects advocated by iho resolutions transmitted. 

(signed) Thomas Bermingham, Chairrpan. 
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RAILROADS, IRELAND. 



Memokial of Land Proprietors, &c., in Tipperary. — December 1838 . 

To the Chief Commissioners for inquiring into the best System of Railway 
Communications through Ireland. 

We, the undersigned land projuietors, merchants, and traders, beg leave to 
recommend to your consideration, whether an improvement of vital importance to 
the towns of Tipperary and Cahir might not be effected by a slight alteration in 
your line of railway from Limerick to Waterford. We feel convinced that the 
adoption of Mr. Nimmo’s line from Limerick to Waterford, coinciding with your 
Limerick and Dublin line as far as Lynfield, and thence proceeding to Tipperary, 
would better answer the purpose of a transverse line, than that branching from 
Donaghilito a point near Woodroof, as laid down in your map. 

Por, first, we consider that Mr. Nimmo’s line shortens the whole distance from 
Limerick to Clonmel and on to Waterford by five miles ; secondly, that your line 
distant 5 miles from Tipperary, and 6 4 from Cahir, passes through a compara- 
tively light, unproductive, and thinly-populated district, and would tend rather to 
injure than benefit the trade of these towns. 

On the contrary, Mr. Nimmo’s line passes through and near some of the most 
productive districts in the counties of Limerick and Tipperary (bringing Emly, 
the centre of an extensive plain of unrivalled fertility, ■within four miles), the pro- 
duce of which in fat cattle, butter, and pork, have of lute years supplied the 
greater parts of the exports from Waterford, and through the populous and im- 
proving town of Tipperary, on to the rising village of 13ansha, most advan- 
tageously situated on the Ara, at the entrance of the luxuriant vale of Aherlow, 
thence through the important town of Cahir, where flour mills on an extensive 
scale are constantly at wOrk, contributing largely to the exports of Waterford. 
Together with these advantages, Mr. Nimmo’s line is the most level, and capable 
of being made at the least possible outlay. 

Seeing, then, that one line excludes the towns of Tipperary and Cahir, and 
runs through a less productive district, and that the other embraces these towns, 
runs through a rich and populous district, and shortens the w’hole line by five 
miles, we are strongly of opinion, and earnestly urge, that the alteration proposed 
would not only be of incalculable advantage to these towns, but that also the 
proceeds and profits of the railway vvould be thereby immediately increased. 



Joseph Coohe, J. P., Tipperary. 

R. E. Mansergh, j. P., Tipperary. 
Richard Sadlier, J. P., Tipperary. 
James Scully, P., Tipperary. 
Richard Crosbie Moore, Tipperary. 
Hugh B. Bradshaw, Tipperary. 
Ja77ies Sadlier, Tipperary. 

Edmund Power, Tipperary. 
Gkngall, Cahir. 

John Scully, .T. P. 

George Bradshaw, Pegsborough. 
James Buney, Cahir. 

Simon Armstrong, Tipperary. 

J. Moore Neligan, m.d., Tipperary. 
John Alley m, a.m., Tipperary. 
Robert Clarke, J. P., Tipperary. 
James Scully, ]\in. 

Joht R. Hewston, Tipperary. 

Samuel Alleyne, Tipperary. 

Thomas Paikiner. 

Mntthexo Molony. 

John Johns, Tipperary. 

Henry Quillinan, Bailyneal. 

Pat7'ick Mori'issy. 

John Kean. 

Arthur Fahey. 

Thomas Sadler. 

Jo)m O'Leary, Tipperary. 

Patrick Meagher, C. C. 

Patrick Walsc, Tipperary. 

Pat7'ick O' Dwyer, Tipperary. 

James Bourke, Tipperary. 

Denis O'Brieit, Tipperary. 



Thomas Harney, Tipperary. 
Maurice 0’B7'icn, Tipperary. 
Richard Houidga7i, Tipperary. 
John Bradshaw. 

James Plercourt. 

Rickai'd Scully. 

Patrick J. Benoieit. 

James Reardo7i. 

Thomas Quh'ke. 

Paii'ick Keahy. 

Edward Ham. 

William Byime. 

Thomas Byrne. 

John Dela7iy. 

Hall a)id Mollun. 

Henry J. G. Pasley, a.m., t. c. d. 
John Hanton, jun. 

James Fahey. 

John Dee. 

Rickard Ryan. 

Robert Heaston. 

James Kinane, Tipperary. 

■ Michael Maho)iy, Tipperary. 
Matthew Gilbert. 

Edmu7ul Burnes, Tipperary. 
Joseph K. Fahie, Tipperary. 
Robert Majisergh, 

Michael Hanrahan. 

Denis Kogan, I’ipperary. 

Lau. Ryan, Tipjperary. 

James Hayes, 'I ipperaiy. 

James Foley, Tipperary. 

Charles Wilkmson. 
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COPY of all Kesolutions and Memoeials 
presented to tlie Lord Lieutenant or Chief 



